Urban  District  Council,  Barnard  Castle. 


Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  (Survey), 

1 925. 


Mr.  chairman  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  above  year. 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (acres) 

Population  (Census  1921)  4,737.  Estimated 
Nimiber  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921) 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  ...  ...  ...  £549  12s.  Cd. 

The  measure  of  progress  made  in  the  area  during  the  preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement  of 
the  public  health  is,  in  ni}’’  opinion,  considerable,  and  is  justified  by  the  diminution  of  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  and  in  the  smaller  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease.  In  1924  and  in  this  year 
a considerable  number  of  houses,  containing  5 or  more  rooms,  have  been  completed  and  occupied.  Also 
many  conversions  of  privy  and  pail  closets  into  water  closets  have  been  carried  out,  and  strict  su23ervision 
under  the  Meat  and  Milk  Regulations  have  already  been  of  value. 

Physical  Features. — The  Town  is  of  ancient  origin  and  situated  on  the  North  Bank  of  the  River  Tees, 
with  a considerable  fall  to  the  river.  Its  soil  is  of  a sandy  loam,  gravelly  in  character  and  jrermits  of 
rapid  filtration. 

General  Characters. — Healthy  and  bracing. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  connected  with  agriculture  and  the  holding  of  weekly 
markets  for  cattle  and  home  products.  Industries  comj)rise  municipal  implement  works  (employing  30 
men) ; flax  mills  (just  outside  the  district,  employing  120  men  and  women);  also  yarn  spinning  works 
in  the  old  Thorngate  Mill  buildings.  There  has  not  been  any  outstanding  feature  during  the  year,  as 
there  was  nothing  of  the  nature  of  an  ei)idemic.  There  were  11  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Oof  Chicken 
Pox,  5 of  Pneumonia,  1 of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  1 of  Enceirhalitis  Lethargica.  These  figures 
show  a considerable  improvement  on  the  last  few  years. 

The  death  rate  is  low,  as  fullj^  half  of  the  deaths  are  of  people  from  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  under  12  months  is  low,  and  the  birth  rate  up  to  the  average.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  gratifying  for  me  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  town  during  the  year  has  been  good,  and  it  is 
again  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  a greater  number  of  houses,  containing  5 or  more  rooms, 
have  been  comjrleted  and  occupied  than  in  last  year,  which  was  the  most  successful  building  period  for 
25  yeare. 

Housing, 

Housing. — 0 Residential,  or  houses  in  excess  of  Sulisidy  limits  having  been  completed  and  occujried, 
and  15  Subsidy  houses  also  have  been  completed  and  occujried,  whilst  12  Subsidy  and  1 Non-Subsidy 
houses  are  in  course  of  erection.  The  erection  of  these  houses,  unfortunately,  does  not  relieve  the 
condition  of  the  poorer  and  working  classes,  as  there  are  many  cases  where  they  are  living  in  over- 
crowded and  in  insanitary  conditions,  and  in  this  matter,  I must  renew  my  recommendation  of  last  year 
that  the  Council  should  avail  itself  of  the  facilities  provided  by  the  various  Housing  Acts,  and  consider 
the  adoption  of  a demolition  and  re-construction  scheme. 

The  general  housing  conditions  in  the  area  are  similar  to  mj'^  official  representation  of  1919.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  Housing  Scheme  of  the  Council  for  the  erection  of  working  men’s  houses  was 
unable  to  be  carried  out,  as  there  is  a great  want  of  the  cheaper  class  of  house  to  relieve  the  undoubted 
necessity  arising  from  overcrowding  and  insanitary  conditions  which  obtain  in  the  lower  district  of  the 
town,  and  it  is  impossible  to  cope  with  these  conditions  until  working  men’s  houses  are  supplied. 

Overcrowding  and  Fitness  of  Houses. — There  is  not  much  overcrowding  and  the  fitness  of  the  houses 
generally  is  fair,  the  defects  in  the  unfit  houses  being  mainly  due  to  age  and  faulty  construction  such 
as  dampness,  want  of  light  and  ventilation.  No  action  has  been  taken  to  close  unfit  houses  as  there 
is  no  accommodation  for  the  dehoused  j)ersons. 

The  Council  feel  it  is  unreasonable  to  require  owners  to  carryout  extensive  alterations  and  improve- 
ments at  the  present  time,  as  under  any  new  scheme  a great  number  of  houses  that  cannot  reasonably 
be  made  fit  will  have  to  be  closed. 

The  regulations  as  to  water  supjDly,  closet  accommodation,  and  refuse  disposal  are  carried  out 
regularlj’-  and  without  difficulty  by  the  Council’s  officials. 

I consider  that  Bye-laws  are  advisable  for  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  that  the  number  to  be 
allowed  in  each  house  be  registered.  Model  Bye-laws  have  been  recently  revised  and  brought  up-to- 
date,  and  also  those  relating  to  the  construction  of  new  houses. 


575 

4,848- 

1,050 

1,075 

£19,419 

£75 


Housing  Statistics. 

Number  of  ne^v  houses  erected  during  the  year  ; — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (h)  ...  2 1 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : ...  ...  nil 

(i)  Hy  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  J5 

Number  occupied  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

I.  — Unfit  Dwelli-ng-iiouses. 

Inspection. — (1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  (Tenement  Dwellings)  ...  ..  nil 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 

head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative 

in  ])ursuance  of  declarations  by  oAvners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1 . Number  of  DAvelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  • ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ..  ...  nil 

C.  P roceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

1.  Nundjer  of  re])resentations  made  Avith  a vieAv  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  nil 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Avhich  Closing  Oi'ders  were  made  idl 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Avhich  Closing  Orders  Avere 

determined,  the  Dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  nil 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  Avhich  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

D Ruinous  and  dangerous  buildings.  Proceedings  under  Section  75,  Toicn's 
Improvenient  Clauses  Act,  1847  : — 

Number  of  DAvelling-houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  2 


• 

Water  Supply. — The  quality  of  tlie  Avater  su])plied  has  been  satisfactory  and  no  complaints  Avere 
received,  but  oAving  to  a dry  summer,  the  supply  had  to  be  curtailed  for  seven  weeks  at  a time  Avlien 
water  Avas  most  required.  In  vieAV’  of  the  increasing  needs  of  the  public  and  the  greater  call  upon  the 
supply  caused  by  the  erection  of  neAv  houses,  closet  conversions,  etc.  I am  of  ojiinion  that  some  action 
to  obtain  increased  sources  of  siqiply  should  be  continued. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — 'llie  pollution  of  the  river  and  streams  in  the  district  is  practically  negligible, 
but  as  to  the  foreshore,  there  is  ahvays  room  for  improvement  both  as  regards  the  personal  cleanliness 
of  persons  occupying  dwellings  near  the  river  and  the  pollution  caused  from  house  connections 
discharging  into  the  old  stone  surface  Avater  drain. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — No  cause  for  serious  com  plaint  as  to  the  effluent  from  tlie  Seivage  Disposal 
Works  has  been  recei\'ed,  l)ut  the  higlier  authorities  are  pressing  for  increased  means  of  treatment,  and 
if  it  is  obligatory  upon  you  to  treat  three  times  the  dry  Aveather  flow  (notAvithstanding  the  considerable 
dilution  of  the  effluent  Avhich  is  effected  Avhen  it  passes  into  the  river)  then  steps  Avill  have  to  be  taken 
at  an  early  date  to  carry  out  the  requirements,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  area  of  land  provided  is  too 
small  noAv  to  treat  the  gradually  increasing  amount  of  seAvage  to  be  dealt  Avith. 

Provision  should  also  be  made  in  the  estimate  or  application  fora  loan  sought  to  modernise  sections 
of  the  seAverage  system,  as  many  of  the  old  sewers  (although  they  continue  to  function)  are  by  reason  of 
their  situation,  size,  and  construction,  insanitary  and  inefficient.  In  this  connection  1 would  again  call 
atteniiou  to  the  1921  Report  of  your  vSurveyor  on  the  general  system. 


Closet  Accommodation  and  House  Refuse.— Progress  continues,  if  but  slo\yly,  with  privy  and  pail 
closet  conversions.  x\ction  should  be  pressed  forward  in  this  direction,  except  in  cases  where  the  houses 
are  not,  and  cannot  be,  reasonably  made  fit  for  occupation.  No  complaint  has  been  made  against  the 
Refuse  Tip. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — One  factory  (yarn  spinning),  Thorngate  Mill,  has  been  added  to  the 
register,  and  cliauge  of  address  in  the  case  of  one  workshop  has  been  reported.  Number  on  register  is  2i. 
Complaints  relating  to  the  closet  accommodation  at  two  factories  and  requirements  as  to  limewashiug  to 
two  workshops,  were  received  from  H.M.  Factory  Inspector.  These  matters  have  received  attention,  and 
are  being  carried  out.  One  informal  notice  as  to  the  water  closet  accommodation  at  Thorngate  Mill  was 
also  complied  with. 

Common  Lodging  House. — One  only,  No.  23,  Bridgegate.  Condition  satisfactory. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Milk  Supply. — From  general  observation,  I am  of  opinion  that 
in  regard  to  the  milk  supply  there  is  room  for  improvement  both  in  its  production  and  handling,  and 
although  the  milk  itself  is  satisfactory  as  regards  the  fatty  standard,  yet  the  necessity  for  absolute 
cleanliness  and  sterilisation  of  all  vessels  used  is  of  the  greatest  importance. 

No  action  was  taken  as  to  Tuberculous  Milk  or  Tuberculous  Cattle. 

Under  the  ])rovision  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  .1922,  16  persons  are  registered  as 
retail  i)urveyors  and  occupiers  of  milkshops,  and  of  these  4 are  registered  as  wholesale  traders  and 
producers.  One  retail  producer  has  been  taken  off  the  register.  One  informal  notice  was  served  and 
complied  with.  An  important  enactment,  relating  to  the  production  and  delivery  of  clean  milk,  came 
into  force  during  the  year.  This  Act  and  the  orders  to  be  made  thereunder  will  have  fai’-reaching 
effects  in  the  production  of  a cleaner  milk  supply. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. — Having  been  appointed  Inspector,  under  these  regulations^ 
I handed  to  the  9 butchers  concerned  a printed  copy  of  the  requirements,  and  have  made  severa 
inspections. 

One  slaughter-house  was  newly  licensed  and  another  re-licensed  for  a further  12  months.  No 
complaint  has  been  made,  but  during  the  year,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  had  occasion  to  call  attention  to 
the  serious  nuisance  caused  by  occupiers  of  certain  slaughter-houses  allowing  blood  and  other 
slaughtering  refuse  to  enter  the  drains.  This  practice  contravenes  the  Bye-laws  and  entails  prosecution. 

No  bacteriological  examination  of  samples  was  made. 


Meat  Regulations. — No  special  arrangements  Avere 
condemned  meat  would  be  buried  or  burned. 

made  for  inspections  or 

marking.  xVny  diseased 

Slaughter-Houses. 

In  1920. 

In  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered  ...  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Licensed  ...  7 

1 re-licensed 

1 

Total  8 

1 

1 

On  December  31st,  192.5,  there  Avere  1 registered  and  6 licensed  slaAighter-houses,  2 licensed 
premises  having  lapsed  owing  to  discontinuation.  There  are  no  public  slaughter-houses. 

Water,  Food,  and  Drugs. — No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  as  this  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council.  Four  bags  of  diseased  potatoes  were  voluntarily  surrendered.  In  vieAvof  the  publicity 
gi\'en  to  the  important  question  of  a clean  food  supply,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  necessity  for 
improvement,  and  a most  effective  Avay  to  bring  about  a change  for  the  better  in  this  resjject  Avould 
be  for  consAxmers  to  aid  the  spade  Avork  of  the  officials  by  refusing  to  purchase  unprotected  food 
commodities. 

No  complaints  have  been  received,  and  care  is  taken  to  call  attention  to  cases  Avhere  there  is  neglect 
or  carelessness,  or  unnecessar\'  exposure  to  dirt,  and  all  bakehouses  and  other  jAremises  Avhere  food  is 
stored  or  exposed  for  sale,  are  carefully  inspected  and  overlooked. 


Vital  Statistics  : 1921  to  1925. 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered. 

Transferable  Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths 

in  District. 

Un- 

correcteci 

Number. 

Ne 

tt. 

Non- 

residents 

Registered. 

Residents 

Not 

Registered. 

Under  One  Year. 

At  All  Ages. 

Kate. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  nett 
Births, 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Kate. 

1921 

4737 

94 

. 92 

19-42  09 

14-56 

5 

4 

7 

76-08 

68 

14-35 

1922 

4.506 

74 

■ 71 

15-54  66 

14  45 

14 

1 

5 

70-42 

53 

1116 

1923 

4803 

66 

65 

1.3-53  66 

13-74 

7 

0 

3 

46-15 

59 

12-28 

1924 

48.50 

71 

70 

14-43  64 

13-19 

1 1 

6 

6 

85-71 

59 

12-18 

*192.0 

4848 

— 

76 

15-67  68 

14  02 

10 

3 

3 

39-47 

61 

12-.58 

Registrar  General. 


Causes  of  Deaths  registered  during  1925.  (Classified  by  Age  and  Cause). 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages 

Under 
one  year 

One  and 
under 
two  years 

Two  and 
under 
five  years 

Five  and 
under 
15  years 

15  and 
under 
25  years 

25  and 
under 
45  years 

45  and 
under 
65  years 

65  and 
upwards 

Deaths  in 
In^ititutionS’ 
Workhouses, 
etc. 

^ i Certified 

auaes  | Uncertified 

65 

3 

3 

1 

1 

4 

0 

6 

12 

2 

33 

1 

Asthma  

1 

1 

Cancer  

8 

5 

3 

1 

Heart  Disease  (all  forms)  ... 

17 

1 

16 

6 

Old  Age  (Sclerosis) 

5 

... 

5 

2 

Apoplexy  (Cerebral) 

4 

2 

2 

. • . 

Pneumonia 

5 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

... 

2 

1 

Phthisis  (Tubercular) 

4 

2 

2 

... 

... 

Nephritis  

... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Arterio- Sclerosis  

... 

2 

1 

1 

Antemia,  Pernicious 

1 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever  

1 

i 

. • • 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

... 

i 

... 

Colitis  (Chronic)  

1 

1 

Enteritis  (Obstruction) 

2 

i 

1 

Septicaemia 

1 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

i 

Haematemesis  

1 

i 

Convulsions 

2 

i 

i 

Congenital  Weakness 

2 

2 

Inquests  

3 

i 

i 

i 

Totals 

68 

3 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

14 

34 

12 

All  ages,  68.  Males,  36  ; Females,  32.  Registered  “ out,”  10  ; “ in,”  3.  Nett  Deaths,  61.  Rate, 
12-60. 

Deaths  under  12  months  (2  illegitimate),  3.  Rate  per  1,000  nett  births,  39'17.  (No  deaths  occmued 
in  or  in  consequence  of  Child  Birth  or  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea.) 


Births  Registered  during  the  year  1925. 

Tj-  ,1  f Legitimate 
{ Illegitimate 

- 

Males. 

42 

2 

Females. 

31 

1 

Total 

44 

32 

Total,  76,  and  a rate  of  lo"67  per  estimated  population  of  4,848. 


Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  1925. — The  area  has  been  singularly  free  from  infectious  disease  as  the 
statistics  will  show.  The  only  cases  dealt  with  (where  necessary)  by  removal  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Small  Pox. 

All  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  made  at  the  Newcastle  Centre,  and  all 
Sera-Vaccines  and  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  are  supplied  by  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  where  necessary 
and  required.  vStrict  inquiries  are  always  made  as  to  possible  contacts  and  the  source  of  infection,  and 
on  several  occasions  the  Schools  have  been  specially  inspected.  No  return  cases  have  occurred,  and  it 
has  not  been  necessary  to  look  for  “ carrier”  cases. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  or  of  the  recently  developed  artificial  methods 
of  immunization  against  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  was  no  mortality  from  Influenza,  which  was  of  a mild  type. 


Disease.  Total  Cases  Notified.  Cases  Admitted  to  Hospital.  Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  .. . ...  11  ...  ...  11  ...  •••  Nil. 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  9 ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  Nil. 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  6 ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  1 ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  Nil. 

Encejdialitis  Lethargica  1 ...  ...  Nil  ...  ...  1 


There  are  no  special  facilities  for  cleansing  and  disinfection  except  through  washing,  boiling, 
fumigation  and  the  free  use  of  disinfectants. 

Opiitiiai.mia  Neonatorum. — One  case  notified  was  treated  at  home,  and  vision  was  unimpaired. 


Sanitary  Administration. — List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye  Laws  and  Local  Regulations  relating  to  the 
Public  Health  includes  the  Public  Health  Act  1907,  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  1901,  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order  1885,  the  ililk  and  Dairies  ('Amendment)  Act  1922,  Bye-laws  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  1875  (but  are  uoav  being  revised).  Public  Health  Tuberculosis  Regulations 
1924  and  1925,  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924,  and  the  Public  Health  Act  1925. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances’  Report,  which  summarises  the  work  done  by  his  department,  includes  many 
visits  and  inspections  by  myself  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  with  respect  to  infectious  diseases, 
dairies,  cowsheds  and  other  cases  occurring  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Dwelling-houses  and  Schools — Structural  Defects 

Number  of 
loformal  written 
Notices  by 
Inspector. 

1 

Number  of 
Formal  Notices 
by  order 
of  Authority. 

1 

Cowsheds 

2 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

... 

3 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

2 

- 

Waterclosets 

1 

— 

House  Drainage — Defective  Traps 

3 

- 

,,  — Other  Faults 

4 

- 

Water  Supply 

16 

34 

Animals  Improperly  Ive^At 

1 

- 

Workshops 

2 

1 

Total 

32 

39 

Water,  Food  and  Drugs. — Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food,  1 (voluntarily  reported). 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice. 

3 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

48 

1 

1 

65 


Preoautions  against  Infectious  Disease. — Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  11  ; 
Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease,  1. 


General. — Number  of  New  Houses  erectetl  during  year,  21  ; Number  of  such  Houses  occupied 
during  year,  21  ; Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets,  6;  Ash-closets  converted  into  Water- 
closets,  1 ; Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District,  973  ; Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District,  40  ; 
Total  number  of  Ash-pit  jirivies  in  District,  29. 


Tuberculosis. 


NEW  CASES.  DEATHS. 


Ages. 

Pulmonary. 

Non. Pulmonary. 

Ages. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulraonary. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

30  years  . 

1 

18 

1 

- 

- 

22  (non-resident) 

1 

- - 

29 

1 

- - 

38 

1 

- 

— — 

Only  one  neAv  case  ivas  registered  during  the  year. 

4 deaths  were  registered  but  one  was  non-resident,  leaving  3 deaths  for  the  Urban  Area  and  a rate 
of  '61  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  at  4,848. 

No  notification  of  any  tuberculous  employees  in  the  milk  trade  has  been  received  nor  has  any 
action  been  taken  under  any  Article  of  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  advised  as  to  the  necessity  for  disinfection  and  the  paramount  need 
of  cleanliness  and  fresh  air. 

All  cases  are  reported  to  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Weekly  returns  of  all  cases  notified  are  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

All  cases,  where  suitable,  are  referred  to  the  County  Authorities  at  the  Dispensary  at  Darlington, 
and  if  necessary  are  removed  to  a Sanatorium  for  special  treatment. 

Venereal  Diseases. — No  case  has  been  notified,  but  any  case  requiring  special  treatment  would  come 
under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Council  Authorities,  and  no  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
Venereal  Disease  Act,  1917. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

Public  Health  Staff.—'  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  a part-time  Officer.  He  also  acts  as  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Movement.  He  has  been  appointed  Inspector  under  the 
Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Grants  are  made  to  his  salary  for  the  two  former  appointments  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  is  a whole-time  Officer.  Half  of  his  salary  as  Inspector  is 
paid  by  the  Urban  Council  and  half  by  the  County  Council. 

The  District  Nurse  is  a part-time  officer.  She  is  a Queen’s  Nurse  (State  Registered)  and  acts  as 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Nurse  and  holds  the  certificate  for  Midwifery.  She  is  also  Health  Visitor 
acting  under  the  County  Council. 


Hospitals. — There  are  no  special  Hospitals  for  Tuberculosis,  Maternity  or  Children  in  the  District. 

There  is  one  Fever  Hospital  with  a special  detached  building  for  Small  Pox.  It  is  situated  in  the 
country  half-a-inile  outside  the  boundary  of  the  Urban  Area.  It  is  isolated  and  in  its  own  ground  and 
accommodates  up  to  24  children  or  12  adults.  It  is  mainly  confined  to  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria.  The  special  building  for  Small-pox  would  accommodate  under  the  new  space  standards 
for  Hospitals  about  3 or  4 cases. 

The  whole  question  of  provision  for  Small  Pox  is  now  engaging  the  attention  of  the  County 
Authorities  and  this  Council  is  waiting  for  any  decision  to  be  taken  before  taking  any  further  steps. 

The  expenses  for  the  Hospital  are  met  by  the  Urban  Council  occasionally  assisted  by  charges  made 
in  cases  where  patients  are  able  to  pay  towards  their  treatment  and  upkeep. 

The  Workhouse  Hospital  is  the  only  Institution  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  etc., 
but  the  Guardians  have  a private  home  in  the  town  for  their  children. 

Ambulance  facilities  consist  of  a properly  built  horse-van  for  removal  of  infectious  cases  and  a 
hand  ambulance  for  non-infectious  and  accident  cases  where  necessary. 

Nursing  Arrangements. — There  is  a local  Nursing  Association  consisting  of  a Voluntary  Lailies’ 
Committee. 

A qualified  nurse  is  pnwided  and  the  public  can  have  her  services  on  payment  of  a small  fee. 

She  is  available  in  all  surgical  or  medical  cases,  but  not  in  notifiable  infectious  cases,  such  as 
Scarlet  Fever  or  Di|)htheria. 

The  County  Council  assists  the  Association  by  annual  grants  towards  Health  Visiting  and  Midwilery. 
The  ordinary  expenses  are  met  by  the  Association. 

The  Distiict  Nurse  is  the  only  practising  midwife,  but  there  is  another  qualified  midwife  prejiared 
to  assist  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

MATKiiXiTY  AND  CiiiLD  WELFARE. — Fortniglitlv  Consultations  are  held  at  wliicli  the  Medical  Ollleer 
of  Health  (who  acts  as  I\Iedical  Officer  to  the  Welfare  Centre)  and  the  District  Nurse,  assisted  by  the 
lady  members  of  the  Association,  attend.  Advice  is  given  to  both  mothers  and  children  ami  in 
necessary  cases  (pre-natal  or  ]>ost-natal)  milk  is  provided  (on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health)  by  the  County  Council. 

Part  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  District  Nurse  are  paid  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Movement. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Movement  continues  to  make  progress,  the  District  Nurse  making 
special  visits  when  such  are  necessary.  Outside  of  the  fortnightl}’^  consultations  the  mothers  and 
cliiklreu  requiring  treatment  are  attended  by  their  own  resjrective  medical  attendants. 

During  the  year  the  attendances  were  390  by  mothers  and  51fi  by  children. 

No  garments  were  sold,  but  Foods  such  as  Ambrosia,  Glaxo,  Virol,  Malt  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  were 
sold  in  small  quantities. 

These  items  have  been  less  these  last  2 years,  and  I conclude  that  unemployment  of  the  parents  has 
been  the  carrse.  1 feel  confident  that  this  movement  is  of  very  great  value  as  it  gives  I'esponsible 
advice  especially  in  the  cases  of  the  children  up  to  5 years  of  age  when  they  come  under  the  observation 
of  the  School  Authorities. 

Summary  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  68.  Of  these  10  were  of  non-rcsidents 
registered  and  3 of  residents  not  registered,  leaving  a total  of  61  and  a rate  of  12.58  jrer  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  of  4848. 

PiUTiis. — 'I'he  total  number  of  births  registered  was  76,  giving  a rate  of  15.67  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population  of  4,848. 

Infantile  Mortality. — 3 deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  of  infants  under  12  months’ 
giving  a rate  of  39.47  per  1,()00  nett  births. 


March,  1920. 


1 am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


CHAS.  H.  WELFORD,  M.D., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


IEE80ALE  MERCURY  BD.  CAITLE. 


